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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed on December 12, 2001 has been 
received and considered by the Examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-7, 10-26, 33-37, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stuart et al. (hereinafter Stuart), U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0101858. 



4. In considering claim 1 , Stuart teaches a method of communication between 
first and second information devices, comprising the steps of: initiating communication 
between the devices by alerting one of the devices to the presence of another, (page 6, 
paragraph 57); passing at least one message between the devices to provide to the first 
device the address within an information technology network of the second device, 
(page 3, paragraph 28); connecting the first device to a proxy entity for the first device, 
and passing to the proxy the address within the network of the second device, (page 3, 
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paragraph 28); establishing at least one parameter governing data exchange between 
the first and second devices, (page 4, paragraphs 33-39); and conducting 
communication between the first and second devices in accordance with the at least 
one parameter by passing messages at least directly between the devices, (page 4, 
paragraph 39). 

Although the disclosed method of Stuart shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, it fails to expressly disclose: passing messages between a first and 
second proxy to establish at least one parameter governing data exchange between the 
first and second devices. 

Nevertheless, Stuart does teach: in an alternate embodiment, having the proxy 
co-located, or being a physical portion of the cellular server, or Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) servers, (page 6, paragraph 54); and establishing parameters governing data 
exchange between the first and second devices using service providers in combination, 
(page 3, paragraph 28). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Stuart to show passing messages between a first and second proxy to 
establish at least one parameter governing data exchange between the first and second 
devices. This would have provided an effective and alternate means to facilitating 
communication between the first and second device, Stuart, page 2, paragraph 17. 

5. In considering claim 2, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for passing 
messages between first and second devices via a first communication link having a first 
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speed of data transmission, and passing messages between first and second proxies 
via a second communication link having a second speed of data transmission, the 
second speed being faster than the first speed, (page 3, paragraphs 24-25). 

6. In considering claim 3, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for the first 
communication link having first frequency bandwidth, a second communication link 
having a second frequency bandwidth which is wider than the first frequency bandwidth, 
(page 3, paragraphs 24-25). 

7. In considering claim 4, Stuart teaches the at least one parameter being in a 
category of parameter selected from the group consisting of: parameters related to 

■ 

device computing capability; parameters relating to device owner/user information; 
parameters related to encryption of data, and parameters related to policy data, (page 
6, paragraph 60). 

8. In considering claim 5, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for passing 
from at least one of the devices to a proxy a data level rating, indicating the types of 
data it is permissible to consider in determining the at least one parameter, (page 3, 
paragraph 28). 
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9. In considering claim 6, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for 
establishing parameters governing data exchange between the devices in relation to 
each type of data specified in the data level rating, (page 3, paragraph 28). 

10. In considering claim 7, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for including 
the step of sending from one proxy to another data relating at least to one of the 
device's intrinsic capability to process and store data, and wherein at least one 
parameter determined on the basis of the device's intrinsic processing and storage 
capability is established, (page 6, paragraph 60). 

1 1 . In considering claims 10 and 26, it is implicit in the teachings of Stuart that at 
least one of the devices (202) is portable and has a battery, (see Fig. 2). 

12. In considering claim 11, Stuart teaches at least one of the devices (204) is a 
device having a fixed location, (page 5, paragraph 48). 

13. In considering claim 12, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for both of 
the devices to be portable and have a battery, (page 2, paragraph 16). 

14. In considering claim 13, Stuart teaches communication between a first and 
second device being wireless communication, (page 2, paragraph 16). 
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15. In considering claim 14, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for 
communication between the first and second device being via a bluetooth 
communication port, (page 5, paragraph 45). 

16. In considering claim 15, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for 
communication between the first and second device being via an infrared 
communication port, (page 5, paragraph 48). 

17. In considering claim 16, Stuart teaches connection of at least one of the 
devices to its proxy via a wireless communication link, (see Fig. 2). 

18. In considering claim 17, the teachings of Stuart suggest that a GSM card 
connected to one of the devices provides a wireless communication link, (page 1, 
paragraph 13). 

19. In considering claim 18, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for at least 
the first device to be portable, and the first proxy to be connected to the first device via a 
hardwired communication connection, (see Fig. 2). 

20. In considering claim 19, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for the first 
proxy to be portable, (page 6, paragraph 54). 
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21 . In considering cliaim 20, the teachings of Stuart further provide a means for 
the first proxy to be provided by a laptop computer, (page 6, paragraph 54). 

22. In considering claim 21 , the teachings of Stuart provide a means for a 
connection between a first proxy and a second proxy to be made via a communication 
connection which includes a mobile telephone connection, (see Fig. 2). 

23. In considering claim 22, Stuart teaches conducting communication between 
the first and second users in accordance with the at least one parameter using at least 
the first and second devices including the step of relaying communications received by 
at least one of the devices to its proxy, (page 4, paragraphs 33-40). 

24. In considering claim 23, Stuart further teaches processing, using the proxy, 
communications received by the at least one device, and sending a message back to 
the at least one device, (page 4, paragraph 40). 

25. In considering claim 24, Stuart teaches a method of wireless communication 
between first and second information devices, comprising the steps of: passing at least 
a message between the devices via a wireless communication link, the message 
indicating an address within a network of the first device, (page 3, paragraph 28); 
exchanging messages with a proxy entity for the second device to determine at least 
one parameter governing communication between the devices using the wireless link, 
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(page 4, paragraphs 33-39); and conducting communication between devices via the 
wireless link in accordance with the at least one parameter, (page 4, paragraph 39). 

Although the disclosed method of Stuart shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, it fails to expressly disclose: exchanging messages between a first 
and second proxy to establish at least one parameter governing data exchange 
between the first and second devices. 

Nevertheless, Stuart does teach: in an alternate embodiment, having the proxy 
co-located, or being a physical portion of the cellular server, or Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) servers, (page 6, paragraph 54); and establishing parameters governing data 
exchange between the first and second devices using service providers in combination, 
(page 3, paragraph 28). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Stuart to show exchanging messages between a first and second proxy to 
establish at least one parameter governing data exchange between the first and second 
devices. This would have provided an effective and alternate means to facilitating 
communication between the first and second device, Stuart, page 2, paragraph 17. 

26. In considering claim 25, Stuart teaches relaying a message received via the 
wireless link by one of the devices to its proxy, (page 4, paragraphs 33-40). 

* 

27. In considering claim 33, Stuart teaches a method of providing a proxy service 
to an information device in an information technology network, comprising the steps of: 
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registering with a first proxy at least a first information device, including storing at least 
one parameter related to operative capability of the first information device, (page 4, 
paragraphs 33-35); sending to the first information device from the first proxy the at 
least one parameter established during negotiation, (page 4, paragraph 40). 

Although the disclosed method of Stuart shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, it fails to expressly disclose: negotiating between a first and second 
proxy to establish at least one parameter governing data exchange between the first 
and second devices. 

Nevertheless, Stuart does teach: in an alternate embodiment, having the proxy 
co-located, or being a physical portion of the cellular server, or Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) servers, (page 6, paragraph 54); and establishing parameters governing data 
exchange between the first and second devices using service providers in combination, 
(page 3, paragraph 28). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Stuart to show negotiating between a first and second proxy to establish at 
least one parameter governing data exchange between the first and second devices. 
This would have provided an effective and alternate means to facilitating communication 
between the first and second device, Stuart, page 2, paragraph 17. 

28. In considering claim 34, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for the 
negotiation to take place following receipt of a message from the first information device 
containing an address within the network of the second proxy, (page 3, paragraph 28). 
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29. In considering claim 35, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for the 
negotiation to take place following receipt of a message from the second proxy 
containing an address within the network of the second proxy, (page 3, paragraph 28). 

30. In considering claim 36, Stuart teaches the first information device 
communicating with the first proxy via a communication link which is at least party 
wireless, (see Fig. 2). 

31 . In considering claim 37, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for 
negotiation between the first and second proxies including the step of sending from one 
proxy to another data relating at least to one of the information device's intrinsic 
capability to process and store data, and wherein the at least one parameter is 
established on the basis of the device's intrinsic processing and storage capability. 

32. Claims 8, 9, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stuart in view of Browning, U.S. Patent 6,707,581. 

33. In considering claim 8, although the disclosed method of Stuart shows 
substantial features of the claimed invention, it fails to expressly disclose: passing 
messages in the form of XML documents. 
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Nevertheless, passing messages in the form of XML documents was well known 
in the art at the time of the present invention as an improvement over HTML. In a 
similar field of endeavor, Browning teaches: passing messages in the form of XML or 
HTML documents, (col. 3, lines 58-67). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the teachings of Stuart to show messages being passed between first and second 
proxies in the form of XML documents. This would have provided greater flexibility in 
organizing and presenting information in contrast to the older HTML, as was well known 
at the time of the present invention. 

34. In considering claim 9, the teachings of Stuart provide a means for sending 
from the first proxy to the second proxy the URL of the first proxy, (page 3, paragraph 
28). 

35. Claims 27-32, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stuart in view of Hiltunen et al. (hereinafter Hiltunen), U.S. Patent 6,754,484. 

36. In considering claim 27, although the disclosed method of Stuart shows 
substantial features of the claimed invention, it fails to expressly disclose: a device as a 
beacon. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Hiltunen discloses a beacon device 
(14) in communication one or more wireless devices (P1, P2), (col. 3, lines 58-67). 
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Given the teachings of Hiltunen it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Stuart with Hiltunen to show the 
second device as a beacon. This would have enhanced the teachings of Stuart by 
showing the wireless communication between a first information device and a beacon 
when the first communication device enters a local geographic operating area defining a 
region in which the beacon can wirelessly communicate with the first information device, 
Hiltunen col. 1 , lines 48-61 . 

37. In considering claim 28, Hiltunen teaches a plurality of beacons having 
different physical location, and messages being exchanged between a device and at 
least one of the beacons, (col. 2, line 58 through col. 3, line 1 3). One of ordinary skill in 
the art would combine the teachings of Stuart with Hiltunen for the same reasons 
indicated in consideration of claim 27. 

38. In considering claim 29, Stuart teaches the at least one parameter including 
at least one parameter determining policy for content appropriate for the first device, 
(page 6, paragraph 60). 

39. In considering claim 30, the combined teachings of Hiltunen and Stuart 
provide a means for: moving a first device through a plurality of beacons, (Hiltunen, col. 
6, line 59 through col. 7, Iine26); determining on the basis of which beacon is in 
communication with the first device, a location of the first device, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 
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59 through col. 7, Iine26); and transmitting content to the first device in accordance with 
the policy and the location of the first device, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 59 through col. 7, 
Iine26), (Stuart, page 6, paragraph 60). ). One of ordinary skill in the art would combine 
the teachings of Stuart with Hiltunen for the same reasons indicated in consideration of 
claim 27. 

40. In considering claim 31, the combined teachings of Hiltunen and Stuart 
provide a means for: transmitting between a first device and a beacon, a signal 
providing an indication of physical proximity to the beacon, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 59 
through col. 7, Iine26); determining the aforesaid physical proximity, (Hiltunen, col. 6, 
line 59 through col. 7, Iine26); and transmitting content to the first device in accordance 
with the policy and physical proximity, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 59 through col. 7, Iine26), 
(Stuart, page 6, paragraph 60). ). One of ordinary skill in the art would combine the 
teachings of Stuart with Hiltunen for the same reasons indicated in consideration of 

■ 

claim 27. 

41. In considering claim 32, Hiltunen further teaches: transmitting between a first 
device and a beacon, a signal providing an indication of physical proximity to the 
beacon, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 59 through col. 7, Iine26); determining the aforesaid 
physical proximity, (Hiltunen, col. 6, line 59 through col. 7, Iine26); wherein content 
transmitted to the first device is in accordance with the physical proximity, (Hiltunen, col. 
6, line 59 through col. 7, Iine26). One of ordinary skill in the art would combine the 
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teachings of Stuart with Hiltunen for the same reasons indicated in consideration of 
claim 27. 

Conclusion 

42. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schuster et al. U.S. Patent, 6,857,021, discloses proximity-based registration of a 
portable device on a data network. 

Krishnan et al. U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0103875, discloses a means for 
communication between a beacon and an Internet appliance. 

43. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hassan Phillips whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3940. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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